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In general, the tasks of Futures 

Studies involve the exploration of 

the future through “what can or 

could be (the possible), what is 

likely to be (the probable), and what 

ought to be (the preferable)” 

(Wendell Bell, 2000).  The 

development of possible or 

probable futures is based strongly 

in how things are today and are 

often crafted in response to a 

problem, which will “result in the 

realisation of a merely less awful 

future, not a magnificent one” 

(Peter Ellyard, 2011).  



Whereas a preferred 

future, or vision, comes 

from our heart‟s desire, 

treasured dreams, values, 

and love (Donella 

Meadows, 1999). 

 

Such visions have the 

power to guide us instead 

towards sustainable, just, 

and joyful futures. And to 

support us through difficult 

challenges.  

 



“The sheer difficulty of 

imagining future sustainability 

different from the present is 

one our greatest problems as a 

society.” 

   Dr. Elise Boulding  

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



The Problem: WTO, TransNational Corporations and GMO 



The Problem: WTO, TransNational Corporations and GMO 

“Intellectural Property (IP) owners do best 

(in terms of profit) if they have a global 

standard or product that is protected 

globally [WTO] 

Yet, innovation in food and 

agriculture does best if it can draw 

on a rich biodiversity that depends 

on fragile variables such as 

traditional knowledge, local farming 

systems and easy exchange of 

materials” 

 Geoff Tansey, 2011 



The Problem: Dominant images of “the” future as urban 



U.S. to Mexico: agricultural 

products totaled $18.9 billion in 

2012, the 3rd largest U.S. Ag 

export market. Leading categories 

include: coarse grains ($3.0 

billion), red meats, ($1.9 billion), 

and soybeans ($1.9 billion), dairy 

products ($1.2 billion), and wheat 

($1.1 billion).  

Mexico to U.S.: agricultural 

products from Mexico totaled $16.4 

billion in 2012. Leading categories 

include: fresh vegetables ($4.0 

billion), fresh fruit (excluding 

bananas) ($2.7 billion), wine and 

beer ($1.8 billion), and snack foods 

(including chocolate) ($1.5 billion) 

The Problem: U.S. 

and Mexican 

inequities & Subsidies  

Source: Office of the United States Trade 

Representative 



“Transformation requires 

evocative vision of 

where we can go.  
     In fact, we need multiple 

visions of better worlds to 

compare and evaluate the 

diverse alternatives available 

to us… Although we cannot 

predict the future, we have 

much to decide. Better 

decisions start from better 

visions, and such visions 

need ecological 

perspectives.” 
 

Dr. Stephen R. Carpenter and Dr. Carl 

Folke 

 



“Action without vision does 
not know where to go or why 
to go there. Vision is 
absolutely necessary to 
guide and motivate action.  
More than that, vision when 
widely shared and firmly kept 
in sight, brings into being 
new systems.”  

    Dr. Donella Meadow 

    Systems scientist, farmer 



A vision for future agriculture and indigenous 

food lands in 2113 : 

•small family farms and community collectives 

are the dominant form of tenure 

•corporations have been stripped of personhood 

and global control 

• people have returned to rural areas and towns  

• no person suffers to provide food for another 

• no animals suffer in food production 

• growing is entirely organic,biodynamic or 

permaculture 

• every community/family has adequate water, 

sanitation, housing and food 



A vision for future agriculture and indigenous 

food lands in 2113 : cont 

•all nations know a „World without Hunger‟ 

•GMOs have been eradicated from the fields and 

now exist only in museums 

•the shift to organic production has significantly 

reduced climate change to the world is more 

stable and resilient 

•humans understand the aliveness of soil  

•all peoples have food sovereignty: sufficient 

culturally appropriate food 

•forest and other indigenous food lands and 

waters are protected and accessible to them 

 



Sustainability 

Revoluation or Great 

Turning:  

Holding Actions,  

New Structures and 

Ways of Doing,  

Shift in Conciousness  

 Joanna Macy  



Proof that the Sustainability Revolution/ Great 

Turning has begun:  

•CNOC - Coordinadora Nacional de 

Organizaciones Campeninas 

 

 

•ISMAM  The Mam Organic Coffee Cooperativre 

•IFOAM International Federation of Organic 

Agriculture Movements 

•Slowfood 

•Community farms  

•Vandana Shiva‟s Navdanya 



Counter-urbanisation or ruralisation in Africa 

“As can be seen, Zambia, Cote d‟Ivoire, 

Mali and the Central African Republic have 

all experienced periods of counter-

urbanisation, which here refers to an 

actual loss of population share by all urban 

settlements taken together; it could also be 

termed ruralisation. Ten other countries – 

Benin, Togo, Niger, Mauritania, Sudan, 

Senegal, Ethiopia, Uganda, Malawi and 

Mozambique – have urbanised very slowly 

during their most recent inter-censal 

period”… due to “the vulnerability of urban 

livelihoods and the security function of rural 

links including land”  therefore “many sub-

Saharan African countries may not 

become mainly urban in the foreseeable 

future.”   Dr. Deborah Potts, 2012   







Young women 

apprentices on 

an organic farm 

outside of 

Victoria, BC, 

Canada 
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